
Fermi LAT Collaboration - Guidelines and Procedure for Category II Papers 
 

CAT II for external authors 
This document outlines the expectations, procedures, and timeline for papers categorized as CAT II within the Fermi LAT Collaboration. 
It is intended to provide transparency and support to external authors while facilitating an efficient and collaborative review process. 
 
What is a Category II Paper?  
According to LAT Publication Policy, a Category II (Cat II) paper involves specialized, in-depth LAT data analysis performed or guided by  
LAT members and/or affiliates. The study can be led by internal or external authors, and the Fermi-LAT data analysis and results are a 
crucial component of the study's main conclusions. 
 

Review steps  for CAT I Review steps  for CAT II Review steps  for CAT II.5 

Presentations to the Collaboration 
Internal reviewers: 2 
Science Coordinator review 
Walk Through (final presentation) 
Pubboard reviewers: 2 

Presentations to the Collaboration 
Internal reviewer 1 
Science Coordinator review 
Walk Through (final presentation) 
Pubboard reviewers: 1 

Presentation(s) to the Collaboration 
– No Internal reviewer – 
Science Coordinator review 
Walk Through (final presentation) 
Pubboard reviewers: 1 

What are the review steps and the expected timeline? 
Presentation to the LAT topical working group 
- A LAT member involved in the work is expected to present the work—even if  still in progress—at least once during a regular LAT 
meeting. This presentation can take place in parallel with the draft preparation and should not delay the process. If the primary author is 
external to the collaboration, they may be invited to present instead, if preferred. 
Draft preparation 
- Draft distribution within the Collaboration is the responsibility of the LAT member involved in the project. 
- A standard acknowledgement statement has been established by the LAT Collaboration for inclusion in all publications. It is the 
responsibility of the involved members/affiliates to ensure that this paragraph is inserted.  
Internal Review (IR) 
- The draft is reviewed by an Internal Reviewer, a LAT member or affiliate (not a co-author) with expertise in the topic. 
- The process continues until all major concerns, if any, have been satisfactorily addressed. The internal referee is expected to deliver the 
first round of review within two weeks. The overall duration of the internal review process can vary, depending on the authors’ response 
time, complexity and extent of the issues raised. CAT II Statistics over 2020–2026:  for 25% IR completed within 3 weeks, for 50% IR 
done in 4 weeks, for 75% IR done within 2 months. The collaboration does its best to accommodate authors' timeline constraints (e.g., 
student graduations or anticipated competing non-LAT studies on the same topic). 
- The draft is then reviewed by one of the LAT working group coordinators (not a co-author), who will return comments  typically within 
one week. 
Presentation to the Collaboration  
- The final draft is presented at a Weekly Analysis Meeting (WAM) on a Monday; work with the coordinator to schedule this as soon as 
the internal review is almost complete 
- Comments from all collaboration members are welcome and should be considered.  
Publication Board (PubBoard) Review 
- After the WAM presentation, the paper is sent to the PubBoard. Author list and order must be finalized at this stage. 
- Please inform us if you intend to post the manuscript on the arXiv prior to journal acceptance.  
- A PubBoard reviewer (not a co-author) will provide final comments. These reviews typically take a week. 
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​ Approved by LAT Publication Board  

https://www-glast.stanford.edu/ppdocuments/LAT_Pub_Policy_Rev9_05-2026.pdf
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